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With a little poetic
license, we’re sharing
how our UCUMC Music
& Arts groups are
anticipating a most
moving and exciting
Advent season of
worship experiences.
December’s Sundays
promise a diverse array
of artistic expression,
focusing on healing,
celebration and peace: 

12/3 ~ The first Sunday of Advent features our Liturgical Dancers as we
“keep our lamps trimmed and burning.”
12/10 ~ Clap your hands and tap your feet as Advent’s second Sunday

offers Gospel music celebrating the coming of the Christ Child.
12/17 ~ Experience five carol “settings” composed by Church in the Circle

favorite Mark Miller, as our Chancel Choir presents its annual Christmas
Cantata.
12/24 ~ This Christmas Eve, our Bell and Gospel Choirs fill our 11am

service with music the whole family will enjoy; a more solemn candlelight
service features the Chancel Choir at 8pm; and a contemplative 11pm
experience offers a candlelit heavenly peace. 
While these last months of the year bring much work and preparation for all of

our musicians and dancers in Music & Arts, they also bring a season of happiness
as we help lead our dynamic congregation in worship experiences that provide
both healing and rejoicing. From everyone who sings, dances, plays and rings, have
a joyful and peaceful Advent season. 

~ Nathan Motta, Director of Music & Arts

Get your Advent celebration off to a colorful start on Sunday, Dec. 3, as our church-
wide, after-worship potluck features our own Rev. Sharon Seyfarth Garner showing us
how coloring can become a fun and meaningful part of Advent.

Based on her book, Mandalas, Candles, and Prayer: A Simply Centered Advent,
Sharon introduces the idea of contemplative coloring, giving everyone a chance to
prayerfully color a paper Advent wreath to take home with them.
Colorful Advent candles and copies of Sharon’s two book titles will be available

after the potluck, with all proceeds going to the UCUMC Christmas offering. 

The Fabric
of Our Lives
After 32 years of ministry in and to the city of
Cleveland and beyond, how do we all say, “Thank
you” to Grace and Ken Chalker? Following the last
Sunday in January, they begin together a retirement
from life as they’ve known it for over three decades.
Not an easy change; not an easy task.

And yet, although farewells are difficult, as an
appreciative congregation we will do our utmost to
celebrate this new phase of the Chalkers’ lives and
recognize them for their contributions to the fabric of
our lives.

During three of Ken’s Sunday morning classes in
October and November, parishioners had the
opportunity to tell a “Ken story” and express their
gratitude to him for the impact he has made on the
fabric of their lives. This touching retirement idea—

Grace and Ken Chalker 

Color
Your

Advent

Let’s Celebrate Christmas Together!

“It’s the most wonderful time of the year!
With our bells jingle-jingling and choir voices singing
their carols to hear, 

it’s the most wonderful time of the year!”

“It’s the most wonderful time of the year!
With our bells jingle-jingling and choir voices singing
their carols to hear, 

it’s the most wonderful time of the year!”

It’s Advent:
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On a cold, snowy day in January of 1986, I
was working in my office at Union
Avenue United Methodist Church in

Alliance, Ohio. The bishop called. He asked me
to come to his office at the Area Center in North
Canton. Long story short, Bishop Thomas asked
me to share in his vision to create a vital,
thriving community of faith “in the Wesleyan
tradition” in the city of Cleveland. 

Knowing that the obstacles in beginning to
make such a vision a reality were significant in
both size and number, the bishop said that if I
accepted the challenge, we would give it two
years. If things did not work out as hoped, he
would move me to a different appointment.
That was 32 years ago. What a story all of us
have written together!

Now Grace and I are moving on to a new
“appointment.” We are very much looking
forward to being a part of the next chapter God
has in store. However, that said, concluding this
present chapter—so very rich and full of
memories and wonderful relationships—is not
an easy thing. These are emotion-laden days for
us.

For instance, a last Christmas together for
me as the pastor of this congregation is
becoming more and more difficult to take in. In
addition, this last “Chalk Talk” opportunity is
not easily assimilated by my mind and heart. 

I will miss so many things about this calling
and privilege to be the pastor of this
congregation. Truthfully, I do not—at this
point—even have a clue about all the ways in
which I will feel a sense of loss from this
relationship with all of you. But, God is able.
And, we are in God’s hands for a dynamic, love-
filled future.

Many years ago, as an undergraduate
student at, then, Mount Union College, I would
spend hours in the library studying and working
to complete course work. As in many libraries,
there was a large clock on the wall—this one
with the Latin inscription, “Tempus Fugit,”
which translates, “Time Flies.” I often
remember thinking all those years ago that,
particularly in a library, time passed very
slowly! I was so very wrong. 

These 32 years of being your pastor have
gone by so very fast. Time flies. It does. But what
a great privilege, joy and exciting time this flight
together has been. Grace joins me in thanking
you for taking us into your hearts and lives.

chalk
talk

BY DR. KENNETH W. CHALKER

Be a Part of First-Sunday Potluck!
Join everyone after church, December 3, for another opportunity

to break bread together, learn, network and enjoy fellowship as we hold
our Advent season potluck in the Great Hall. Rev. Sharon Seyfarth
Garner shows us how coloring can add fun and even more meaning to
your Advent.

While all are welcome all the time, it certainly makes it easier to plan for
seating and entrée quantities if you let Heather in the church office know you’re
attending.

The request for $3 per person helps offset the cost of the entrée, paper
products, beverages, etc. And we ask each family to bring a dish according to
their last initial, providing a more balanced and unique menu.

Whether you sign up and bring a side dish or not, please know you are still
loved and welcome. See you there!

~ Larry & Elaine Myers

Second-Sunday Lunch (SSL)—December 10
Where better to celebrate Christmas than at the Edgewater Yacht Club (EYC)

on the shores of Lake Erie?!
John and Jan Stahl have again graciously invited church members and

friends to share in December’s SSL at the EYC. This year, you’ll dine in their
newly renovated restaurant while choosing from an equally new set of menu
selections. Prices range from $5 to $12 for salads, pizzas, burgers, sandwiches
and small plates, with entrées from $10 to $18.  

RSVP to Jan Stahl @ 440-526-6716 or email stahl.janis@gmail.com by
December 5. Jan can provide directions. See you there! 

Dining Opportunities

September 17, members Scott Meszaros, left,
and Rob Tremble united in marriage in our
Sanctuary; Judy Sockman helped celebrate
at the reception. 

October 14, our Director of Music and Arts,
Nathan Motta, and Natalie Green of Alliance,
Ohio, joined in marriage at the Green family
farm.

MEMBER
WEDDINGS
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December:
3 First Advent Worship and

Communion, 11am
All-Church Potluck and program
with Rev. Sharon Seyfarth Garner:
Color Your Advent

9 MENS Lunch, 1:30, Independence
10 MENS Speaker, 9:30, Yoder

Second Advent Worship, 11am
Charge Conference, 12:30
SSL (Second Sunday Lunch)

13 Trustees, 6pm, Reception Room
17 Third Advent Worship & Cantata
19 SPPRC, 6pm, Yoder Room

Finance, 6pm, Reception Room
24 Fourth Advent and Christmas Eve 

Services: 11am, 8pm, 11pm
25 Christmas Day—church closed
26–30 Church office closed
31 Worship, 11am

Neighborhood Lunch, 1pm

7 Worship & Communion, 11am
8 UMW Meeting, noon
10 Trustees, 6pm
12 Retirement Celebration
14 Guest Speaker, 9:30am

Worship, 11am
Second Sunday Lunch

15 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day

16 SPPRC, 6pm, Yoder Room
21 Worship, 11am

Retirement Luncheon, 12:30
23 Finance, 6pm, Reception Room
28 Worship, 11am, with Dr. Chalker

Neighborhood Lunch, 1pm
30 Ladies’ Lunch Bunch, noon

January 2018:

Stay up-to-date with church events!

CHURCH IN THE CIRCLE CALENDAR

Prophets, Angels, 
Mary and Joseph, 
Animals in a Stable, 
Baby in a Manger, 
Kings and Shepherds 
Following a Shining Star…

New Members!
On October 29, we welcomed these folks into our
family of faith: (left-right) Delores Neal, Juanita
LeFloria, Anna Germany (seated) and Wilma
Wittkowsky.

Church Conference Convened: 
Future Sale of 
First Church Building
Following worship on November 12, our church
held a Church Conference for the sole purpose
of addressing a motion recommended by the
UCUMC Board of Trustees and presented to
attendees by Chuck Snyder, Trustee Chairman:

“That UCUMC engage Hanna Commercial
Real Estate to offer the church property at 3000
Euclid Avenue at a published reserve auction, at
a date to be determined.”

Anyone associated with the UCUMC church
family had been invited to attend the meeting
and vote. Presiding was The Rev. Dr. Steven
Bailey, North Coast District Superintendent,
who entertained questions and answers for
about 15 minutes (see meeting minutes for
more information). 

Dr. Bailey presented the motion again,
adding explanation indicating that the
congregation was voting to authorize the
Trustees to use their best and professional
judgement in the management of the church
property at 3000 Euclid, including
participating in auction and evaluating any bids
received. The motion was voted upon and
approved. All are a part of our Sunday School lessons during the month of December as we

explore the Christmas story through art, drama, cooking, games and music. And on
Sunday, December 24, children and their families are invited to attend our 11am
worship service as we celebrate the birth of Jesus with our church family. See you this
Sunday!

~ Amy Wheatley, PhD, Director of Education

FYI… On Sunday mornings, children (Pre-K thru 5th grade) begin in worship
with their families. Following the Children’s Welcome, they go to the Sunday
School room with their adult leaders, where breakfast (cereal, milk, juice, yogurt,
fruit) is served each week. We bring the stories of God’s people to life! All younger
children are invited to make new friends, have fun and grow in faith!
Tweens and teens (grades 6 through 12) gather during worship as our Youth

Group. Great discussions, fun games, interesting videos and opportunities for
service make faith come alive. All middle/high school youth are invited to join us
for fun and fellowship.
Adult class opportunities include Dr. Chalker’s The Final Four, which meets

at 9:30am in the Yoder Room. Invitation to Journey meets in the Parlor at
9:30am to discuss Christian World Religions.

Sunday School:
Stories About Christmas
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In November, our Finance Committee appointed a task force to
address the financial shortfall of $261,000 in our 2018 budget, due
in largest part to the loss next year of lease income from our E. 30th
Street property. The task force, called Waze-n-Means: Roads to

Financial Recovery, was so-named because Waze refers to a phone
navigation application that offers “ways” to arrive at a destination;
the committee’s mission is to find for our church roads to income
and financial stability.

Pledge Yet?
Here are the facts:
1. Our congregation’s part of the church’s goal for supporting our

2018 budget is $577,201. This amount joins an anticipated
$62,447 income from building rentals, weddings, etc., to help
underwrite a total annual budget of $925,140.

2. As of our November 19 Sunday worship service when pledge
cards were brought to the Sanctuary front, according to our
Interim Financial Secretary, Marina Grant, “We have received 
72 pledges totaling $241,116. This is almost $99,000 behind
the first week of pledging for 2017 and represents 20 fewer
pledgers.” 

3. With time, members of this congregation realize the genuine
uniqueness of our mix of people. And they make it a priority to
not only pledge but, if at all possible in these challenging times,
increase their giving. They realize that any future pastor receives
the “gift” of our inclusiveness and is charged with maintaining it.

So. Did you pledge yet? Do you want this precious accepting
blend of color, status, orientation and ability to last? Have you
learned as much or more from varied relationships as you have
from various sermons? 

To survive, your church needs your steady support. To improve,
it needs your steady opinion—your steady input about what you
need. To grow, it needs you to steadily give it your time, your talent,
your very best… including your pledge.

~ The Editor

‘Waze-n-Means’ Explores Roads to Financial Recovery

Serving on Waze-n-Means are:
Michael Bier, co-chair

Doug Blank
Ken Chalker, pastor
Kay Hogg, chair

Jim Hogg, recorder
Nicole Braden Lewis

Jared Gadomski Littleton
Barbara McEachern

Chris Nance
Kip Reader

Suzanne Seifert

It is the goal of Waze-n-Means to evaluate as many potential
solutions as possible. We already suspect that some ideas are not
feasible in the time we have before we completely run out of money.
Others simply cannot come close to making up a deficit of more
than $260,000. To say the least, this process is challenging. But, the
members of Waze-n-Means are committed to presenting solid
findings and recommendations to the congregation in an all-church
meeting on Sunday, April 8, the Sunday after Easter—a time of
Resurrection.

To help Waze-n-Means in its efforts, you will soon be asked to
respond to a short survey during an upcoming December service.
You can also be extremely helpful through your prayers. Perhaps

you could even repeat daily these words from the prayer Waze-n-
Means shared at its first meeting:

Oh God, we commit our challenges to you and ask that
you show us a way through them. Give us eyes to see your
solutions, and strength to act on them. Rid us of fears and
enable us to be secure in the knowledge that you are in our
midst supporting us and meeting our every need.

We ask you to release the creative ingenuity, wisdom and
strength that lie within us. Help us to be open to one another
and to acknowledge that, as we face the work before us, we
are stronger together than we are individually. Amen.

2018 Budget
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Your church’s United Methodist Women continue a
long record of financially supporting missions on the
local, national and world table. Not only have we
honored this year’s pledges to all mission
organizations, we’ve also made three additional
donations to UMCOR for the disasters in Texas, Florida
and Puerto Rico.

We were pleased to host a fall breakfast program on
October 21, featuring guest speaker Jerome Baker,
Community Engagement Supervisor of the YWCA-
Cleveland. His presentation focused on the Nurturing
Independence and Aspirations (NIA) program.
Nineteen women attended this event, which also
included a brainstorming session to suggest future
program topics and mission needs for the 2018 year.

Women of our church who might be interested in
attending the United Methodist Women’s Assembly
next May 18–20, 2018, in Columbus can contact Edna
Duffy, Ester Crawl-Bey, Penny Talley or Evelyn Prince.
Informational flyers about this national event have
been distributed and are still available; special gift
funds can cover six (6) scholarships to the assembly.
Consider your role as a leader in this church, and be in
touch with any questions. 

As always, thank you for your continued support.
~ Vivian Harris, UMW President

United
Methodist
Women

MarketingMatters
Here’s what’s happening in our efforts to let the world know who and what
we are.

Website Analytics:
During the last three months, 11,166 “Unique Visitors” have viewed 32,251

pages of data on our website.

Most Visited Pages:
Home Page    Outlook Newsletter   Live-stream (to watch Sunday services)

New Videos:
> George Forbes & Ken Chalker Present: A Conversation Series on
the Issue of Race in Cleveland.
Two dynamic conversations about the issue of race featured 
Dennis Kucinich, Mansfield Frazier, Mike Polensek, Tim Hagan 
and our own George Forbes. You can watch these videos on 
your computer, tablet or smartphone HERE:
http://www.churchinthecircle.com/conversationseries

> University Circle Church Featured 
on NPR & WVIZ! 
Our church was featured as part of a
compelling new series about Cleveland:
Divided by Design. The series is on 90.3
WCPN ideastream® and WVIZ/PBS
ideastream®. You can view it now at www.churchinthecircle.com.

Fundraisers for University Circle United Methodist Church
Save money and raise money for our church at the same time! 

Over $5,000 of savings fill the pages of our area’s 2018 SaveAround
coupon book. And when you purchase your book using the link, below, 
a portion of the sale goes directly to our church to support our continued mission
to provide an OPEN, LOVING and SAFE space for ALL! 
Go to http://www.churchinthecircle.com/savearound to learn more 
& to purchase your book! 

AND… don’t forget to set up University Circle United Methodist Church as
your preferred charity to support with each purchase
you make via www.smile.amazon.com—the same
Amazon you know and love, with the added advantage
of having .5% of your purchase price sent to your church…just for ordering! It’s a
fast and “no-cost” way to help support UCUMC by doing what you probably
already do. 

THE SERMON COUNTDOWN
As most of you know, Dr. Chalker has for decades been, and remains, one of

the most influential pastors in the city of Cleveland. He has made an impact on
countless lives in Northeast Ohio and beyond.

It’s amazing to think that there are only a few Sundays remaining to see and
hear him preach before his final sermon at University Circle Church on January
28, 2018. If Dr. Chalker has touched your life in some way, please encourage
friends and family to join you in attending a service in the weeks ahead. 

Visit our sermon podcast page to listen to the audio of all of Dr. Chalker’s
sermons here: www.churchinthecircle.com/sermonpodcast

MENS GROUP NEWS
12.9.17 ~ Enjoy a 1:30 lunch with other MENS group
members at the Longhorn Steakhouse, 4171 Rockside in
Independence. Remember: if you’re a man, you’re a
member. Stop by and keep friendships alive and well
and focused on serving others.

12/10/17 ~ As our Men Engaged in Needed Services
focuses on supporting, enlightening and serving our
community, we want to remind you that, on Sunday,
December 10 at 9:30am,Dr.
Evalyn Gates, Executive
Director and CEO of The
Cleveland Natural History
Museum, returns a second time
as our MENS Forum speaker. In
her initial Forum presentation,
Dr. Gates introduced attendees
to the role CNHM plays in not
only the vitality of University
Circle but the lives of the
museum’s thousands of visitors each week. Under her
direction the museum has made significant strides in
both the scope and the depth of its offerings, making a
dynamic impact on the public’s appreciation for our
world’s “natural” history. Please make it a point to hear
Dr. Gates’ encore presentation about the museum’s
latest focus and its impact on critical thinking.

Poinsettias for Christmas
Order one or several poinsettia plants to decorate the
Sanctuary during Christmas week! Contact the church office
(216.421.1200) no later than Tuesday, December 12, to place
your order; $8 each. You may take them with you following
any Christmas Eve service or donate them to shut-ins. 
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The Fabric of Our Lives: Part I—was the brainchild of Caroline
Urban, and it proved to offer deeply meaningful moments to Ken and
Grace alike. 
Part II of this recognition effort happens on Friday, January 12,

when a ticketed community event is held at the Western Reserve
Historical Society’s Crawford Auto Museum in University Circle. This
occasion presents an awesome opportunity for the many professional
persons in our city and region who have worked with Grace and Ken
over the years to interact with and offer their appreciation to them.
Church members may also attend. Tickets are $45 per person.

Then, following worship on Sunday, January 21, Part III sparks
an unforgettable reception for Grace and Ken, held in our Great Hall.
Food stations with light food offerings will be available throughout the
gymnasium. Several tables and chairs will be available in the Great
Hall, where Grace and Ken and their family will be available to greet
people. Please note that this is not a sit-down dinner. It is designed to
facilitate a time of walking around and interacting and greeting the
Chalkers. A brief program will also be included. 

If you are on the church mailing list, you will receive a personal
mailing with more details about the remaining two events. This
information will also be available to you in the church office in
December. 

On a personal note to you, Grace and Ken… To say that you will be
missed is an understatement. You have indeed influenced the fabric of
our lives in ways you may never know. So, it is our hope that these
retirement events will be a meaningful time for you and an
opportunity for us all to wish you every happiness. May retirement
provide you with all the weekends you missed when your lives were
focused on the church, and may you find a new happiness in this next
chapter of your lives.

~ Kay Hogg, Recognition Events Coordinator

Dr. Kenneth W. Chalker, Senior Pastor
University Circle United Methodist Church
1919 E. 107th St., Cleveland, OH 44106 

www.churchinthecircle.com n 216.421.1200
Outlook Editor: Jim Hogg—hoggwriter@gmail.com

Photographers: Jeff Day, Jim Hogg, David Hughes, Brian Misch
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UCUMC OUTLOOK

Thanks to Chiq Montgomery and Malcolm Himschoot, 30–40
members gathered after worship on two recent Sundays this fall
to address race and racism. With the book Tears We Cannot Stop:
A Sermon to White America by Michael Eric Dyson as a
discussion source, several smaller break-out groups offered
everyone an opportunity to share their life experiences, the
lessons learned from the book—especially for whites—and the
steps attendees would take to bridge racial gaps with
understanding and mutual respect.

With our church’s racial blend of members, these discussions
are not the first that Chiq and Malcolm have organized. Over the
last few years, both have recognized the need for this
congregation’s members to better support each other with words
and actions that keep us close to each other by honoring racial
differences. This time around, learning how “white entitlement”
especially impacts our interactions has helped many attendees be
more aware of the importance of equal respect through Christian
love.

Another “thank-you” to Chiq and Malcolm for stepping up to
help us tear down more racial barriers while building more racial
trust and understanding, within this unique family of faith and
beyond. 

—————- 
Complimenting the fall sessions conducted by Chiq and

Malcolm, Dr. Chalker led two open discussions about race
relations in the city of Cleveland. Additionally, see Marketing
Matters in this issue for a link to a video featuring local leaders
addressing this topic.

LEFT: Dennis Kucinich, 
left, and George Forbes
with Dr. Chalker

BELOW: Dr. Chalker
introduces discussion
contributors (l-r) George
Forbes, Tim Hagen,
Mansfield Frazier and Mike
Polensek.

Altar cloth created by Sue Berry

The Fabric of Our Lives
ucontinued from front page

TALKING RACEabout
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OUTREACH
A New Book for Every Child
You’re invited to join other UCUMC members on Friday, December 15, at 9am when

we visit Mary B. Martin Elementary School to again deliver to each classroom tote bags filled
with new books and spend some time reading a preselected book to the scholars.

Each tote bag is customized for each classroom and to the specific needs of each student. 
Throughout the month of November, members, families and friends of our congregation

have purchased books so each of the nearly 400 students enrolled at the school receives
a new book to take home and call their own.

Closer to noon, an appreciation luncheon is provided for the teachers and staff at
the school. 

If you would like to help with this endeavor, please contact Elaine Myers or
Mary Soirefman (contact information below). We hope you will consider being a part of
this unique opportunity!

Mary B. Martin Elementary School is the school home to students from Pre-K through Grade 8 and includes
those with special needs. If you’ve thought about giving an hour a week to help make a difference in the life 
of a child by tutoring and guiding an MBM School scholar, please be in touch with Della Magee
(dellamagee@gmail.com or 440-487-7559), Elaine Myers (emyers34@aol.com or 440-243-7322) 
or Mary Soirefman (mary.soirefman@gmail.com or 440-263-8627). 

O
R
N
E
R

A HUGE Harvest Festival
Thank-You!

BRAVO to all our donors, volunteers, and
staff who made this year’s fifth annual
Harvest Festival the biggest and best in
recent memory! We tried a Sunday afternoon
for the first time and were overwhelmed by
both the level of support from the
congregation and the number of children
who attended the celebration. 

Our decorating crew did amazing work in
transforming the Great Hall into a festive and
fun space. The volunteers who hosted
activities made this year’s event especially
enriching and engaging for the children.
Everyone who volunteered time was active
and necessary to the success of the event, but
particular thanks is in order for Marina Grant
who led the decorating and for Margaret and
Brian Misch who coordinated all the food for
the event. Thanks also to Jennifer Bier and
the Neighborhood Lunch volunteers for
working together to make Sunday an
especially vibrant day at UCUMC. 

Estimates ranged from 50 to 75 children
participating in the festival, and our Great
Hall was bursting with activity all afternoon.
We received compliments from school
officials and parents for a job well done.
Thank you, thank you, thank you—so much
effort went into this day, and it’s exciting to
see that the mission of serving the
neighborhood resonates with so many in our
faith community. 

~ Doug Blank, Outreach Committee Chair 
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Church in the Circle
University Circle
United Methodist Church
All are Welcome. All the Time.

1919 East 107th Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44106

216-421-1200 u www.churchinthecircle.com

JOIN US for Christmas Eve candlelight!

Sunday, December 24:
u 11am family service

u 8pm traditional service
u 11pm contemplative service

JOIN US for Christmas Eve candlelight!

Sunday, December 24:
u 11am family service

u 8pm traditional service
u 11pm contemplative service


