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Baptism  of  the  Lord 

January  11,  2026 

Rev.  Karen  Burtner  Graham 
 

 

As a diverse and inclusive faith community, 
we welcome and support all who desire to 
worship, study, commune and share life with us: 
including those of any race, gender, physical or 
mental ability, sexual orientation, or socio-
economic position, for we believe that in God’s 
house, all are welcome all the time. 

 

SUNDAY  WORSHIP 

11:00 a.m.  |  Fall 2025 

PRAYER  TIME 

Weekly Prayer on Tuesdays at 6:00p via Zoom 

 

ACCESSIBLE  TO  ALL 
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*  Indicates times in the service for people to stand in body or in spirit. 

PRELUDE .........................................“Praise Him” .................................................. arr. Hayes 

WELCOME ............................................................................................... Rev. Karen Graham 

*  CALL  TO  WORSHIP ..................................................................... Cathy Day, Liturgist 

The voice of God calls over the waters: 

“Beloved, receive the Holy Spirit.” 

The Son of God beckons: 

“Beloved, be born of water and the Spirit.” 

The Spirit of God proclaims: 

“Beloved, be born anew this day.” 

The voice of God calls through our baptism. 

Come!  Let us worship. 

*  OPENING  HYMN ...................... “How Firm A Foundation” .......................UMH  529 
Verses 1, 2, 3, 5 

*  OPENING  PRAYER .............................................................................................. Liturgist 

Source of love and mercy, in the beginning of a new year in the 
life of this congregation, may our love for you be made known 
in our love for one another. Help us leave old grievances and 
former arguments behind, as we open our hearts to the 
possibilities that lie before us. Guide our footsteps into the 
glory of your ways, that we may live as you created us to be — 
beloved children, crowned with glory and honor. May our 
worship reflect the greatness of our calling, and the honor of 
our heritage.   Amen. 

PRAYER,  JOYS,  and  CONCERNS  ............................................................. Rev. Graham 
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SILENT  PRAYER 

PASTORAL  PRAYER 

THE  LORD’S  PRAYER   (UMH  895) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.   Amen. 

MUSIC  MINISTRY .......................“The Cradle of Bethlehem” ............................... Quilter 
J. R. Fralick, soloist 

OLD  TESTAMENT  READING:   Isaiah 43:1-7   NRSV ............................... Liturgist 

43 But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, 
he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; 
I have called you by name, you are mine. 2 When you pass through 
the waters, I wil l be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not 
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, 
and the flame shall not consume you. 3 For I am the Lord your God, 
the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, 
Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 4 Because you are precious 
in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people in return for 
you, nations in exchange for your life. 5 Do not fear, for I am with 
you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the west I 
will gather you; 6 I will say to the north, ‘Give them up’, and to the 
south, ‘Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my 
daughters from the end of the earth — 7 everyone who is called by 
my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.’ 

*  GOSPEL  READING:   Matthew 3:13-17   NRSV .......................................... Liturgist 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be 
baptized by him. 14 John would have prevented him, saying, ‘I need 
to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?’ 15 But Jesus 
answered him, ‘Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way 
to fulfil all righteousness.’ Then he consented. 16 And when Jesus 
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had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly 
the heavens were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God 
descending like a dove and alighting on him. 17 And a voice from 
heaven said, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved, with whom I am well 
pleased.’ 

The Word of God, for the people of God.   Thanks be to God. 

CALL  TO  CONFESSION 

PRAYER  OF  CONFESSION ..................................................................... Rev. Graham 

Divine Spirit, descend upon us this day, as you descended 
upon Jesus on the day of his baptism. In the midst of our 
brokenness, we long to touch the healing of your Spirit, as you 
touch us with your love. In the presence of evil all around us, 
we yearn to be protected by the holy fire of your sustaining 
Spirit. As we remember, with gratitude, our baptism this day, 
remind us that we are a people of the water — a people made 
one and whole, through the Spirit made known in Christ Jesus.   
Amen. 

ASSURANCE  OF  PARDON 

*  HYMN .................................................. “You Are Mine” ...................................... FWS  2218 

MESSAGE ............................... “Precious and Beloved” ................................ Rev. Graham 

REAFFIRMATION  OF  THE  BAPTISMAL  COVENANT 

INTRODUCTION 

RENUNCIATION  OF  SIN  AND  PROFESSION  OF  FAITH 

On behalf of the whole church, I ask you:  Do you renounce the 
spiritual forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this 
world, and repent of your sin? 
     I do. 
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Do you accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist 
evil, injustice, and oppression in whatever forms they present 
themselves? 
     I do. 

Do you confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust 
in his grace, and promise to serve him as your Lord, in union with 
the church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, 
nations, and races? 
    I do. 

According to the grace given to you, will you remain faithful 
members of Christ’s holy church and serve as Christ’s 
representative in the world? 
     I will. 

Let us join together in professing the Christian faith. 
We are not alone, we live in God’s world.  We believe in God; 
who has created and is creating, who has come in Jesus, the 
Word made flesh, to reconcile and make new, who works in 
us and others by the Spirit. We trust in God. We are called to 
be the church:  to celebrate God’s presence, to love and 
serve others, to seek justice and resist evil, to proclaim 
Jesus, crucified and risen, our judge and our hope. In life, in 
death, in life beyond death, God is with us. We are not alone. 
Thanks be to God.   Amen. 

REAFFIRMATION   OF  FAITH 

(Come forward to the baptismal font as you desire. Dip a finger 
into the water and touch your forehead. Pastor will say these 
words:  Remember your baptism and be thankful). 

HYMN ................................ “I’ve Just Come from the Fountain” ......................... FWS  2250 

INVITATION  TO  THE  OFFERING 

**   Please complete & place Attendance Sheet in Plate   ** 
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OFFERTORY ..................................“In the Garden” ............................................. arr. Hayes 

*  DOXOLOGY ........... “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” .............. UMH  94 

*  PRAYER  OF  DEDICATION .................................................................. Rev. Graham 

Beloved God, bless these gifts with your loving presence. 
Bless our very lives with your Holy Spirit, that we may be 
signs of your mercy and grace in the world. In your loving 
Spirit, we pray.   Amen. 

PERSONAL  SHARING ................................................................................ Rev. Graham 

*  CLOSING  HYMN ............................... “Shalom to You” ..................................UMH  666 

*  BENEDICTION.............................................................................................. Rev. Graham 

**   Please  be  Seated  for  the  Postlude   ** 

POSTLUDE ................................“Down to the River to Pray” .................................. arr. Hayes 
 
 
 

 
 
 
PARTICIPANTS &  RESOURCES: 

 Liturgist   today is  Cathy Day 

 Music Ministry:   Lloyd “Max” Bunker, Director of Music and Organ 

o Guest Artists:   J. R. Fralick, tenor 

o Cantor:   David Evan Hughes, tenor 

 Tech Ministry:   Jeff Adamson, Audio  |  Ina Keys-Harris, Video 

 License:   UMC CCLI & CVLI License #11061525   |   One License #A-728218   |   ASCAP 
Web & Mobile License #400008786 

 
 

* If you would like to be the Liturgist, please send an e-mail to  vjackson@churchinthecircle.com  
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A   NOTE   FROM   REV.   KAREN   GRAHAM 
 
Dear University Circle UMC: 
 
Today is my last Sunday with you as your pastor. It has been an interesting, meaningful, 
challenging, and gracious six and a half months with you! 
 
Thank you for accepting me as your pastor, and thank you for the work and ministry we 
shared during our time together. I know you still have an important decision to make as 
a congregation, and believe me when I say I care about you and will continue to hold 
you in my prayers. I trust God will continue to uphold and lead you during these next 
months. 
 
I look forward to any future occasions when we might see each other. I live in Cleveland 
Heights, so I’m not far away! And I’m open to any contact you might want to maintain 
with me – not as the pastor of this church, but as a fellow friend in Christ. I have included 
my personal contact information. 
 
Again, thank you for listening to my sermons, for letting me into the life of this 
congregation, for sharing in worship and fellowship with me, and for letting me do my 
part to lead, advise and walk with you during this season of change and transition. 
 
Yours in Christian love, 
 
Rev. Karen Burtner Graham 
3568 Berkeley Rd., Cleve. Hts., OH  44118 
kbgraham56@gmail.com 
216-870-9587 
 
 
 

EXPRESSIONS   OF   CARE 
 
PRAY  ONE  FOR  THE  OTHER   |   Please pray for and keep in contact with our homebound and 
remote members  … 

David Cabbil Doris Jeffries Christa Oksiloff 
Frances Chappell Terri Leonard Zenia Peak 
Kathy Colletti Cindy Martinez Penny Talley 
Maxine Greer Hakeem Nix James Williams 
Willa Hunter 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS   and / or   REMINDERS 
 
SUNDAY  COFFEE  FELLOWSHIP   |   EACH  SUNDAY, after the service, please join us in the 
Reception Room, for a time of Fellowship. Thank you. 
 
 

                
 

 
@churchinthecircle 

 
churchinthecircle.com 

 
 
 

UPCOMING   EVENTS 
Every  TUES ............... 6:00p  …  Prayer in the Circle  |  Zoom ID 736 123 918 

                 Dial (253) 215-8782  or  https://zoom.us/j/736123918  

Every  SUN ................. 11:00a  …  Worship Service  |  Chapel  &  On-Line 
( Facebook  |  Dial (253) 215-8782 enter Zoom ID 853 0953 8368 with 
   PassCode 591396  |  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85309538368 ) 

Jan 11  (Sun) ............... After Worship  …  New Year Fellowship Meal  |  Reception Room 

Jan 17  (Sat) ................ 9:30a  …  Leadership Council  |  Reception Room 

Jan 18  (Sun) ............... After Worship  …  Coffee Fellowship  |  Reception Room 

Jan 19  (Mon) .............. Church Office & Building Closed  …  Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday 

Jan 25  (Sun) ............... After Worship  …  Coffee Fellowship  |  Reception Room 

Feb 1  (Sun) ................. After Worship  …  Special Charge Conference  (Members Only)  |  Chapel 
After Worship  …  Coffee Fellowship   |  Reception Room 

 



Worship Service 9 
 

 

 

Sunday    11 January 2026 University Circle UMC 
 

CHURCH  CONTACTS 
Willie Howard, Office Manager ............................................................. whoward@covenantweb.org 
Vivian Jackson, Executivee Assistant ........................................... vjackson@churchinthecircle.com 
Lloyd “Max” Bunker, Music Director ..............................................................lmaxbunker@aol.com 

 
 
CHURCH  AFFILIATIONS   |   Please visit web-site for additional information 

UPCaM Ministries................................................................................................ www.upcam.org  
Amanda Powell, Executive Director 

For more information about opportunities to become involved, 
please consult with the appropriate contact person shown above. 

 
 
 

SERMON  NOTES 
 

 

Today: Precious and Beloved 

Scripture: Isaiah 43:1-7   |   Matthew 3:13-17 

Notes:  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
LOOKING  AHEAD 

18 Jan. Scripture:  Psalm 106:3 & Amos 5:24   |   Message:  Tonight We Ride 
Lay Leader:  Dr. Thea Wilson 

25 Jan. Message:  It’s All a Matter of Faith 
Lay Leader:  Jeffrey “Jeff” Day 
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SPECIAL  CHARGE  CONFERENCE 
 

A special charge conference has been called by District Superintendent 
Rev. Angela Lewis to be held on  Sunday, February 1, 2026  following the morning 
worship service. The sole purpose of the charge conference is to  vote on the 
recommended closing  of University Circle United Methodist Church. 
 
At the request of the leadership of East Ohio Conference, University Circle’s own 
leadership team received their recommendation and voted to pass it on to the 
congregation for an official vote. This was not an easy or half-hearted decision by 
any means. As many of you know, the leadership team worked diligently to sell the 
building and to pursue options for remaining in the building after the sale. 
These efforts were, to date, not successful. If the vote to close is approved, 
at some point afterward East Ohio Conference will take over responsibility for 
maintaining and selling the building.  It is a very strong possibility that the church’s 
last worship service will be held on Sunday, March 1, 2026. 
 
All  members  who are present in person at the Charge Conference on Sunday, 
February 1 are eligible to vote. No write-in or proxy votes are permitted. 
 
Members will also be asked to indicate the United Methodist church to which they 
prefer their membership to be transferred. Nearby United Methodist Churches 
include:  Church of the Redeemer, Church of the Saviour, Cory, Euclid East Shore, 
Heights Garfield Memorial, Mount Pleasant, Saint Matthew, and Saint Paul. 
You may look at the Northern Waters District website:  www.eocumc.com/ 
northernwaters  to see the entire list. 
 
Thank you for your patience and understanding throughout this long, 
difficult season of uncertainty and transition. Your faithfulness and support of 
University Circle UMC is greatly appreciated. You have been a part of something 
significant and life-affirming. God has done amazing things through the people and 
ministry of this church. May God continue to bless and strengthen you in all that is 
to come. 
 
In the peace and grace of Jesus Christ, 
 
Rev. Karen Graham 
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