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This Year, Easter
Means Even More

Rev. Mariah Hayden, Rev. Dr. Lisa Withrow and
Rev. Dr. Sandy Selby

This Easter, for many in this family of faith, the whole idea of
“resurrection” will take on even more meaning as we learn of
our new minister’s impending arrival and his passion for
human rights and social justice.
This Easter, we can move beyond our recent past and celebrate an Easter of renewed
hope in our future.
As a congregation created with intent and crafted with love, we have this Easter to
celebrate a resurrection that shouts rejuvenation as well—a rebirth of who we are and
what we can be.
Be a part of this Easter’s celebration of Christ and our church family as we experience choirs and bells and dancers and resurrection words of strength and joy and a future filled with promise! Join us, Sunday, April 1, when all heaven breaks loose.

Three’s a Charm

Whether you refer to them as the Triumvirate,
the Dynamic Trio or even our Transition
Trinity, the three interim ministers who have
given their all to keep our family of faith on a
steady course during this time of change
deserve our highest praise and thanks.
As a formal interim ministry program team,
Rev. Mariah Hayden, Rev. Dr. Sandy Selby and
Rev. Dr. Lisa Withrow are considered a first for
the East Ohio Conference of The United
Methodist Church, which has not had an official
group of clergy in place during a pastoral
transition. Their individual areas of expertise
have lovingly “led and fed” our congregation
throughout this realm of uncertainty as perhaps
no single minister might be enabled to do. And
as a result, our church family has been
empowered to not only uphold the legacy of our
past but also work our way through the
personal and collective trials of dealing with
what comes next.
“Each of us on the Transition Team is parttime, based on our own current employment
situations,” shared the trio upon their arrival.
“At the same time, we are excited to bring
particular areas of expertise to serve UCUMC
for its transition and are pleased to be in your
midst.”
In our three remaining months together,
Rev. Hayden will continue to be the front-line

u‘Three’s’ continued on page 7

Easter
Resurrection
Celebration
Sunday,
April 1, 11am

A Warm ‘Welcome’ to Our New Pastor!

As an open and inclusive congregation,
any of the prayers we may have lifted up
in search of—in hopes of—a caring
Christian soul to be our next ministerial
leader have “come home” to us in The
Rev. D. Anthony Everett, who will become
our pastor effective July 1, 2018.
Working with our District
Superintendent, Dr. Steve Bailey, and our
East Ohio Conference Bishop, Dr. Tracy S.
Malone, our church’s Staff-Parish
Relations Committee skillfully laid out
our congregation’s needs and
expectations for our congregation’s next
shepherd and guide, resulting in the
selection and appointment of Rev.

Everett.
Rev. Everett
and his wife,
Angelique, come
to us from Wesley
United Methodist
Church in
Lexington, KY,
where he has also
led a
multicultural
movement
Rev. D. Anthony Everett
focused on
spiritual and personal transformation and
social justice. His additional experience

u‘A Warm Welcome’ continued on page 5
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‘First Church’ Has New Owner
Once the home of the
congregation known as
First United Methodist
Church, Cleveland, the
grand cathedral located
on the corner of East
30th Street and Euclid
Avenue sold at auction,
February 22, to Cleveland
restaurateur Tony George
with a bid of $445,000.
Since its completion in
1905, this towering
edifice has often had to
survive some tumultuous
times in the inner city but
over its lifetime has
steadily served as a
beacon of hope and a
source of spiritual
sustenance. And with its
new owner at the helm,
this iconic structure will
offer nourishment of a
different kind as Mr.
George transforms it into
an impressive banquet
and reception center.
In an interview with
Cleveland’s TV-5, Mr.
George confirmed, “We’re leaving all of the
stained-glass windows in place, we’re
leaving all of the walls in place. We’re just
going to level the floor…and make it a
banquet facility.”
Placed on the National Register of
Historic Places in 1995, this Cleveland
landmark heard the sounds of nearly
5,000 organ pipes and the voices of
countless worshippers for over a century,
until January, 2010, when First Church
merged with Epworth-Euclid to create our
present University Circle United
Methodist Church. After their vote to
relocate the congregation, First Church
members exchanged their sadness at
having to leave this “warm and beautiful”
place of worship for the picturesque and
promising Epworth-Euclid location.
And, with his signing of agreement
papers in February, Mr. George shared his
vision to have voices and music resound
once more throughout the First Church
sanctuary:

Above, former First United
Methodist Church,
Cleveland; left, new owner,
Tony George (far left)
COPYRIGHT 2018
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“This is a jewel,” he said. “I think this is
one of the most iconic, historic, beautiful
buildings in Cleveland. I didn’t want it to
go to a developer that was going to tear it
down. My family is committed to
Cleveland, and we always have been…. I
think this is the jewel of Cleveland, and
we’re going to take tender loving care of it.”

As a combined family of faith, perhaps
we can all look at this new chapter in the
life of First Church as yet another way God
is at work in our lives—a renewal of spirit
and an exciting restoration of the love, joy
and enthusiasm for living that once filled
that space. It may be different, but it’ll be
good.

ALL ARE WELCOME. ALL THE TIME.
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CHURCH IN THE CIRCLE CALENDAR
Stay up-to-date with church events!

25
27

1
8

Easter Sunday Celebration, 11am
Worship, 11am
SSL, 12:30pm
UMW, noon, Reception Room
SPPRC, 6pm, Yoder Room
Trustees, 6pm, Reception Room
UCUMW Antiques
Program/Luncheon, 11am

6

Worship and Communion, 11am
Good Grief Class, 9:30am
Trustees, 6pm, Reception Room
Mothers’ Day
Transitions Class, 9:30am
SSL, 12:30pm
UMW, noon, Reception Room
SPPRC, 6pm, Yoder Room

9
10
11
14

A ‘Thank-You’
from the Chalkers

One of the phrases of an oft-quoted piece of
favorite prose is “…life is a strange medley of
meeting and parting, of glad hellos and sad
farewells.” Grace joins me in conveying to you—
our faith family for 32 years—that while these
past months of preparing to enter into
retirement have had some difficult moments,
we are enormously grateful for the wonderfully
joyous times which you provided for us as we
said, “farewell.” The farewell was not sad at all.
The weeks following our last Sunday at
University Circle United Methodist Church
have been filled with settling into our new
home and undertaking the steep learning curve
which retirement from a 43-year way of life
most certainly brings. All of these “gettingthings-in-order” efforts—such sometimes
tedious tasks as unpacking boxes—have been
made far easier because we reflect continually
on the joyous times of this past fall, Christmas
and January celebrations.
From the poignant moments of the “Fabric
of Our Lives” remembrances to the community
celebration at the Western Reserve Historical
Society and our final two Sunday mornings
together, our times of farewell were absolutely
wonderful treasures which we will cherish in all
the times ahead.
Thank you for all these magnificent
memories. Thank you for the most meaningful
cards and the expressions of deep regard which
they have contained. Thank you for
remembering us in gifts to the church and in so
many uplifting calls and best wishes. Indeed,
Grace and I are so very blessed to have shared
in the fabric of life with you and to have been
woven together in spirit, faith, hope and love;
an enduring fabric to be sure.
Again, thank you.
Ken and Grace Chalker

Palm/Passion Worship, 11am
Neighborhood Lunch, 1pm
Ladies Lunch Bunch, noon

9
13
14
17

March:
29
30

April:

15
21
22
24
24
29

May:

20
22
27

29

Finance Committee, 6pm
Maundy Thursday Service, 7pm
Good Friday Service, 7pm
Worship, 11am
UMC District Conference, Westlake
Worship, 11am
Ladies Lunch Bunch, noont
Finance, 6pm, Reception Room
Worship, 11am
Neighborhood Lunch, 1pm
Worship, 11am Class,
Rollercoaster Class, 9:30am
Admin Council, 12:30pm
Finance, 6pm, Reception Room
Worship, 11am
Transitions Class, 9:30am
Neighborhood Lunch, 1pm
Ladies Lunch Bunch, noon

Sunday Classes
On Sunday
mornings,
children (Pre-K
thru 5th grade)
begin in worship
with their
families.
Following the
Children’s
Welcome, they go
to the Sunday
School room with
their adult
leaders, where
breakfast (cereal,
milk, juice,
yogurt, fruit) is
served each week.
We bring the
stories of God’s
people to life! All younger children are invited to make new friends, have fun and grow in
faith!
Tweens and teens (grades 6 through 12) gather during worship as our Youth
Group. Great discussions, fun games, interesting videos and opportunities for service
make faith come alive. All middle/high school youth are invited to join us for fun and
fellowship.

Adult class opportunities include help from our interim pastoral staff to find ways to
cope with the changes in life of our church, especially with Dr. Chalker’s retirement.
Topics include “Good Grief,” “Rollercoaster” and “Transitions.” Also, Invitation to
Journey classes meet in the Parlor at 9:30am.

4

University Circle United Methodist Church

As a GCC member, our church is asked to encourage those of you
who are interested in learning more about Cuyahoga County’s
criminal justice system to attend “Anatomy of Justice: A
Symposium on Criminal Justice; Considerations and
Ramifications of Sentencing,” along with local criminal justice
professionals.
Tuesday, March 27, 4:25–7pm
Cleveland-Marshall College of Law
Moot Court Room
1801 Euclid Avenue, Cleveland, OH 44115
www.CleMetroBar.org 216-696-2404
Open to the community; free for community members and
students. GCC panelists will address the pressing
issues surrounding sentencing, including incarceration rates,
sentencing guidelines, reform, juvenile crime, and more.

GCC Delegate Assembly—Tuesday, April 24

This meeting is tentatively scheduled from 7:00–8:30pm, with
the location to be determined. Please check with Jared Gadomski
Littleton (jaredlittleton@gmail.com) or Jan Kimball
(jskimball.oh@gmail.com) to confirm.
GCC has provided this information:
“At our Delegate Assembly, Tuesday, April 24, you will be
asked to consider holding an action [promoting a specific
policy ask or focus] with County Prosecutor Michael O’Malley,
Administrative and Presiding Judge John Russo, and other
key Cuyahoga County criminal justice leaders.
“Though we have recently launched GCC’s ‘Strengthening
Our Power’ base-building campaign, which will be a major
focus of our energy over the next 18 months, there are
important issues we must follow through on, particularly our
work around establishing new Mental Health Crisis Centers
and increasing opportunities for treatment and support over
incarceration.
“Please note: at this action we anticipate having major
announcements on both fronts. It will be an opportunity to
celebrate and begin to chart the way forward towards greater
change.”

‘Waze-n-Means’ Continues Journey

Do you use Waze on your phone, to get directions as you travel to
a certain destination? With Waze, you can even speak an address
into your smartphone and get turn-by-turn directions to your
destination. Would that it were as easy for our Waze-n-Means Task
Force to get such instant direction. But, we’re steadily working on it.
With the sale of our E. 30th Street property (see article in this
issue), we have an “update” in our efforts to discover
roads to financial stability for our church. Weeks of
discussion have revealed lots of potential fixes, and it
feels like we’re on track.
As you heard on March 11, we’re nearing our goal of
making recommendations by this June. And your input counts.
Contact any of these members with your questions and suggestions:
Kay Hogg, chair, kayhogg64@gmail.com; Michael Bier, Doug Blank,
Keith Hamilton, Nicole Braden Lewis, Jared Gadomski Littleton,
Chris Nance, Kip Reader, and Suzanne Seifert.
Thank you for your steady support.
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Liturgical Dance:

Did You Know?

~ Edna Duffy, Director of Liturgical Dance

Some “Did you knows?” about the role of liturgical dance in the
celebration of Easter:

DID YOU KNOW…

l
l
l
l
l

l

As dancers, the Lenten season reaches into the depths of our
being and inspires us to delve deeply into our core and
physically import that passion into the movement we create?
Liturgical dance tells a story and even enhances the passion of
the story told in music, upon which the choreography is based?
During Lenten services, we use movement that engages both the
dancer and the congregation in a solemn reactive experience?
As we move into “Holy Week,” our choreography follows Jesus’
story with movements from the core, representing low, medium
and high dance elements?
The colors change from Lenten pensive purple to contemplative
black for Good Friday to snow white as we experience the joy of
Easter in celebration and affirmation that “Christ is risen
indeed”?! (This is not a question.J)
The best liturgical dance experience is one in which the dancer
feels and exhibits passion while delivering a movement through
his/her body, so that the audience not only views the dance with
their eyes but feels the passion of the story in their hearts?

All true. Especially at Easter. Thank you for being a part of this
expression of faith!

Ding-a-ling at heart? Like bells?
Read music? Wrists good?
Tell Nathan: nathanielmotta@yahoo.com

ALL ARE WELCOME. ALL THE TIME.
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MarketingMatters
~ Aaron Collier, Director of Public Relations

Here’s what’s happening in our efforts to let the world know who
and what we are.

~ Website Analytics

Over the past three months, 16,571 unique visitors viewed
36,854 pages on our site!
Top Referral Sites: google.com; facebook.com;
churchinthecircle.com
Most Visited Pages (March): #2—Home Page;
#5—Livestream; #8—Contacts/Location

~ New Marketing Plan

Just letting you know… we’ve compiled a comprehensive Marketing
Plan, to be introduced this spring with the help of our Marketing
Committee. It includes new strategies designed to
l enhance and extend our reputation as a diverse and inclusive
congregation
l create more and easier ways for the community to connect with us
l attract more members from neighboring communities and new
housing facilities
We’re building on who we are—one of the most uniquely welcoming
congregations to gather at 11 o’clock on a Sunday morning and
throughout the week. Plan now to be a part of this fresh, new approach!

United Methodist
Women
The United Methodist Women are busy working on our 2018 projects,
including a few suggested during last fall’s breakfast gathering.
Our first project of the year features an Antique Critique Luncheon
Program, Saturday, April 14, at 11am in the Great Hall. John Wheeler,
our church historian, presents some fascinating facts about antiques
and their unique features and value. Plus, you are invited to bring one
or two easy-to-carry items to display and have Mr. Wheeler evaluate.
Lunch is served at noon. Tickets are $20 per person, with proceeds to
be used in support of scholarships for our involved church youth
graduating from high school this year.
Applications for these $500 scholarships are available in the church
office or from Mrs. Dawn McElrath and Dr. Amy Wheatley. You may
also find a copy on our church website: www.churchinthecircle.com.
There is still time to register if you are interested in attending the
United Methodist Women’s Assembly in Columbus this May 18–20.
UMW has funds to contribute towards your registration, transportation
and lodging. The registration deadline is April 1, 2018. You will find
registration forms on the UMW bulletin board in the main hall or in the
church office.
In February we collected enough home-baked cookies, coffee, tea,
etc., to take five cartons of replenishing treats to the USO Hospitality
Lounge at Cleveland Hopkins Airport for our servicemen and
servicewomen as they deploy or return from active duty—always a good
feeling.
We thank you for your continued support of ALL of our outreach
efforts.
~ Vivian Harris, UMW President
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A Warm ‘Welcome’
to Our New Pastor!
ucontinued from front page


with training other pastors and laity to increase membership
holds significant meaning for the life of our family of faith.
Previous pastorates at two United Methodist Churches in
Dallas and an associate pastorate at Southern Methodist
University have given Rev. Everett experience with youth
ministry that will prove extremely beneficial as we continue our
efforts to expand our educational programming.
In addition to receiving many honors and awards, Rev.
Everett has served on multiple city and regional associations and
committees dedicated to equality and human rights.
Rev. Everett received his Master of Divinity degree from
Southern Methodist University’s Perkins School of Theology and
expects to receive his Doctor of Ministry degree from United
Theological Seminary in Dayton, Ohio, in 2019.
Rumor has it that Rev. Everett enjoys traveling and has
traveled throughout North America, Central America, the
Caribbean and to 35 of the 50 United States, not to mention
numerous countries around the world. His wife, Dr. Angelique
Clay Everett, is an internationally acclaimed soprano soloist for
the American Spiritual Ensemble and Associate Professor of Voice
at the University of Kentucky School of Music.
Like magic, life’s journeys aren’t always predictable. We often
take twists and turns we never anticipate. And yet, Rev. Everett’s
lifetime of parallel efforts to accomplish what our congregation
has always lifted up as paramount in the life of this church
becomes so much more than mere magic in its match to our
mission as an open and inclusive family of faith. It is, once again,
God’s guiding hand at work in the future of our faith family.
Let us thank God for his divine guidance as we welcome the
Everetts with the same open arms we extend to all who walk in
our doors.

Consider attending “Resisting Racism”—a workshop
sponsored by the East Ohio Commission and Caucus Groups of
the United Methodist Church, Saturday, April 28, 9:00am;
registration at 8:30am. This workshop is held at the Family of
Faith UMC, 800 E. Market St., in Akron and includes three
sessions on how to create meaningful action plans to resist
racism in your community. The cost is $15 and includes
refreshments, lunch, childcare and all training materials.
Contact William Jones, Director of Multicultural Vitality, at
330.499.3972 x117 for more information, or go to
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/resisting-racism-tickets42540908001. Additional links are found on our church
website, http://www.churchinthecircle.com/resistracism.html.
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Let’s Look Ahead!
~ Jim Hogg, Editor

For some of us in this family of faith, Ken
Chalker’s retirement has left us with a real
sense of loss. “Church” has changed, and
change can be difficult. Lord knows, life
these days is hard enough already; we don’t
need one more thing!
But now, with the announcement of our
new minister, maybe it’s time we start
replacing pieces of the past with looks to the
future. Maybe it’s time to take a deep breath
(in…out…) and look ahead.
We’re not quitters. We’ve always risen to
the occasion and found ways to embrace
change and make good things happen.
Maybe it’s time we do it again.
Here are a few things that might help:

Some cool events are in the works for our
church family to have fun together in
May/June!
l The sale of the First Church building will
provide funds to address those nasty roof
repairs!
l A new Marketing Plan features exciting
ways to help us expand our membership!
l YOU will be able to help a new
Membership Committee do some
“reaching out”!
l And our next minister is on the horizon,
bringing a renewed dedication to the life
of this church!
Let’s keep the faith, friends. Let’s stay
involved and stay the course. Let’s love who
we are and give change a chance. It’s
time.
l

Spring 2018

The Outreach Committee’s annual
fundraiser for the Midwest Mission
Distribution Center (MMDC)—part of the
United Methodist Committee on Relief
(UMCOR) Relief Supply Network—is
underway. MMDC distributes Relief Supply
Kits (such as cleaning kits, health kits and
school kits), along with other resources to
help UMCOR provide disaster relief.
UMCOR has been active in relief efforts
related to hurricanes that devastated Texas,
Florida and Puerto Rico this past fall.
UMCOR works closely with MMDC and
other distribution centers and is able to
quickly distribute supplies when disaster
strikes.
UCUMC is accepting monetary
donations through June 10. 100% of the
money you donate to MMDC will be used to
help both disaster victims and the UMCOR
teams dispatched to help them. You can
donate during our weekly offering by
placing money in an offering envelope and
labeling it “MMDC,” or by writing a check to
University Circle United Methodist Church
and writing “MMDC” in the memo line.
If you have any questions or would like
additional information, please contact
Susan Achberger, pictured
(susan.achberger@gmail.com). You can also
visit www.umcor.org or
www.midwestmission.org.

Second-Sunday Lunch (SSL)—Sunday, April 8

Our next SSL takes place at Bourbon Street Barrel Room, 2393 Professor
Avenue, in Tremont where they offer a relaxed, casual, fun atmosphere while
serving authentic New Orleans-style cuisine created by southern Louisiana
native Johnny Schulze.
Located in the heart of historic Tremont on Professor Avenue next door to
Fahrenheit Restaurant, BSBR offers an authentic New Orleans Brunch on
Sundays. Chef Johnny’s creole and cajun-inspired cuisine includes classics such as
gumbo, jambalaya, crawfish étouffée and beignets, to name a few. Prices run from $8.95
to $14.95 and also include an a la carte menu. Check out their brunch menu at
www.bourbonstreetbarrelroom.com.
PLEASE NOTE! They can accommodate only 30 reservations, so please
make sure that, if you sign up, you will be able to attend!
RSVP to Betz Richards (440) 235-9343 or email chefbetz1@aol.com by April 3.
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tDr. Suess Does It Again

Since 1998, the “Read Across America” movement has used
March 2nd—Dr. Seuss’ birthday—as the day to promote reading
among children by reading Dr. Seuss books to kids throughout the
country. Thanks to a snow day, kids at Willson Elementary, just a
couple miles north of our church, had to wait a week, but they
each got to hear our
Outreach volunteers
read a Dr. Seuss
selection. Five titles
were matched to the
reading levels of
grades 1 to 6.
One book was
Bartholomew and
the Oobleck. If
you’ve never had to
deal with the green,
gloppy slime called
“oobleck” falling
from the sky, you’re
lucky. The king and all of his subjects weren’t as fortunate, and it
makes for an entertaining story.
Thank-you to our animated volunteers: Chiquitia Montgomery,
Mariah Hayden, John Wheeler, Les Fox, Jim Longsworth, Ben
Magee, Kay Hogg, Jim Hogg, Edna Duffy, Bea Thompson, Lisa
Taylor, Cindy Martinez and “Cat in the Hat” Extraordinaire, Jeff
Day.
Many of the Willson students are hearing impaired. And as you
can imagine, Seuss books are extremely difficult to “sign.” It was
impressive to see the interpreters, who had practiced their
selected readings, sign so that hearing-impaired students could

Three’s a Charm
ucontinued from front page

connection for the staff and for pastoral
emergencies, funerals, weddings and any
day-to-day issues. Dr. Selby will continue
her work with the Waze-n-Means Task
Force and the Marketing Committee and
provide backup for pastoral care
emergencies. Dr. Withrow’s coordination of
the Transition Team includes working with
the dynamics of change in our congregation
that can affect leadership, policy, procedure
and the ups-and-downs of dealing with the
future of a church.
Asked to share their reaction to our
family of faith, all three joined to share their
response:
“As we stand before the congregation
each week in worship, we think, ‘This
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equally enjoy the whimsical stories of Dr. Seuss.
The Willson staff, including Principal Dawn Hayden
and Assistant Principal Sarah DeGrandis, expressed great
appreciation and excitement that we would accept their
invitation to read to the kids. Many were helpful in planning the
event, with some, under the direction of Mr. Nunnari, art
teacher, staying late on a Thursday to turn the lobby into a
Seuss-filled entry way that surprised students as they walked in
the next morning.
It was a fun and special event for students, staff and
volunteers alike. If you would like to be a part of this or another
school event or service, please be in touch with Della Magee
(dellamagee@gmail.com or 440-487-7559), Elaine Myers
(emyers34@aol.com or 440-243-7322) or Mary Soirefman
(mary.soirefman@gmail.com or 440-263-8627).

church is what church is meant to be!’ We
see a congregation that embodies biblical
values expressed in worship and welcome
for all people. While there are significant
challenges before this congregation, we see
tremendous opportunity for Church in the
Circle to be a vital and engaged witness to
the Gospel in University Circle and beyond.
We also see this church, with some courage
and a lot of work, as having leadership
potential for the Midwest in its approach to
ministry.
“We are grateful for the people who have
thanked us for the perspectives we bring in
the transition period; we have met some
deeply committed, hospitable saints in the
congregation of UCUMC. We also are
grateful to work in a Team of Three with

different, mutually compatible levels of
expertise. What a gift!”
We as a congregation are exceedingly
fortunate and thankful to have these three
caring spirits in our midst as we prepare for
the next leg of our journey to expand the
mission of this church. We are also
appreciative of the wise and ingenious
direction provided by our North Coast
District Superintendent, Rev. Dr. Steve
Bailey, and our East Ohio Conference
Bishop, Dr. Tracy Malone—direction
without which we may not have enjoyed
such a multifaceted approach to the healing
and the moving-ahead we have
experienced. It’s apparent that God’s hand
is moving among us, for which we are
eternally grateful.

University Circle
United Methodist Church
1919 E. 107th St.
Cleveland, OH 44106
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BE A PART of Holy Week

3/25
3/29
3/30

Palm/Passion Worship
Maundy Thursday Service
Good Friday Service

JOIN US for Easter’s
Resurrection Celebration

Spring 2018

11am
7pm
7pm

April 1 ~ 11am

Church in the Circle
University Circle
United Methodist Church
All are Welcome. All the Time.

1919 East 107th Street
Cleveland, Ohio 44106
216-421-1200 u www.churchinthecircle.com

